
 
 

Welcome Letter 
 
 
Thank you for your interest in this key role at the Department for Education. It is a really exciting 
time to join the new Department, now responsible for education right the way through from cradle 
to grave. We have a full programme of reform across the board to improve teaching and learning, 
enhance quality and actively promote social mobility and access to good schools, colleges, 
universities and other providers. Ever tighter budgets mean the Department and our delivery 
partners need to be as effective and efficient as we can be. Therefore, this is an agenda where great 
finance and leadership skills will make a major impact. 
 
This role is about putting finance and evidence at the heart of our decision-making, ensuring we are 
looking at the full end-to-end implications of our business. The Director of Strategic Finance will help 
create the environment necessary for properly governed but empowered teamwork, focussing on 
the best balance of outcomes for our learners, users and taxpayers. 
 
I have reorganised DfE’s finance function into strategic and operational finance groups. I am seeking 
a high calibre Strategic Finance Director, who will lead, enable and support strategic finance across 
the department.  I am looking for a professional who will demonstrate that they can excel across 
three key areas: 

• Leadership – inspiring, confident and empowering, driving value by leading and building 
the capability of the function to ensure the most effective use of public funds. 
• Strong Technical Ability – ability to apply technical skills through effective and professional 
partnering, both within and outside the function. 
• Strategic Thinking – adding value through the use of insightful financial evidence to inform 
decision making across the department. 
 

This is the opportunity for you to join and build a strong finance profession that puts finance at the 
heart of Government decision-making, transforming how the Civil Service and the Department for 
Education think about and manage public spending.  
 
You will join a cadre of high quality, ambitious and motivated directors, who value diversity in all its 
forms and whose combined talents will enable the Department to achieve the stretching goals and 
high standards our Secretary of State has set for us. 
 
Thank you for your interest and I wish you all the best on your application. 
 
Regards, 
 
Howard Orme 
 


